! "# % %&&'

Louisiana Citizens for Action Now
(dwoeoting for Louisiona. Citizens with Developmentol Disohilities
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A DAY DEVOTED 1O
/" CELEBRATING THE ABUNDANT, LIFE
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Special Appearance by

Gene Stallings

Former Head Coach of the Alabama Crimson Tide .
and father of a special needs child : ;
Gene Stallings encountered many difficulties and accomplishments ‘ -
on the field, however his off the field record is what should trufy be ‘
praised. After his son John Mark was diagnosed with Down

syndreme and a severe heart defect in 1962, Stallings was not sure if his new son
would survive his first birthday. During an era when children with disabiliies were
institutionalized because thay were “differend,” the Stallings family was commitied to
keeping and raising their child &s a pari of the family, no matter what the cost.

The hard work and commitment paid off for the Stallings family. Johnny is now

[ving out a fully productive life with family and friends. Whether lalking with the
playars in the locker room or cheering from the sidelines, Johnny has played a role
in all of the teams Stallings has coached, including Texas AEM, the Dallas
Cowbays, the 1. Louis and Phoenix Cardinals, and Alabama,
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LovisianA CiTtizens for Action Now
(dweating for Lovisiona Citizens with Developmentol Disobilities
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