Northshore

It's who we are. It's what we do.
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Chairperson: Tickfaw State Park
socretary. March 31, 2007

Carol Torrey, Ph.D.
Treasurer:

Leo Hemelt, J.D.
Board Members:
Barry Kyle, CPA
Paulette Barney
Peggy Wales
Advisory Board:
Mary Ann Haase

You are always welcome at
NFHF Board Meetings. Our
Board meetings are held the
third Thursday every other
month at 7:00 pm at our
Resource Center. If you
would like to address the
Board, call Jeanne Abbott-
Gauthier at (985) 875-0511.

NFHF Disability
Resource Cente
985-875-0511
Toll-Free
1-800-383-870(

www.fhfnorthshore.org

* Thanks to the Developmental Disabilities Countile Florida Parishes Human Services Authority angigiana State Department of Education for
making the publication and distribution of this redstter possible.
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(NFHF STAFF

JEANNE ABBOTT-GAUTHIER
Executive Director

ERIN DELAFOSSE
Families Can’t Wait Coordinator
Livingston Parish

DINAH NELSON

Northshore Families Helping Families

$5.00 per chance for a beautiful quilt
Quilt was made and donated by Mrs. Chabert
All proceeds will go to help families in need.
Please visit our website to see this quilt.

FUND RAISER

Quilt Raffle
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Families Can’t Wait Coordi-
nator—St. Tammany Parish

CHARLES BILELLO
Referral Specialist
Transition Facilitator

LIZ GARY
Programs Coordinator
Newsletter/Website Editor

SUE ELLEN STEWART
Financial

SUSAN DAVIS
IEP Facilitator
Transition Coordinator
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PAT TANNEHILL
IEP Facilitator
Transition Coordinator
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STEPHANIE MILLER
Children’s Special Health
Services Parent Liasion

CARMEN O'MARA
Referral Specialist

HILLERY KINCHEN
IEP Facilitator

LOUISE KRYGER
Self Advocacy Coordinatgr

LORINE WARD
Administrative Assistant

Teacher Spotlight

~

My youngest son, Seth, is fiver years old. He go&sPEI class as Sixth Ward
Elementary outside of Pearl River.

| want to publicly thank his teacher, Ms. CorrinerBer and the St. Tammany Pari
CABB Team for really leaving no stone unturned timdp new resources into the

school for my son. Even though Sixth Ward is alsraeal school, they have brou
Seth from having very little interaction with otedp being social with his family ai
others around him. In addition, he has progreaseiddearned so quickly that we a
looking forward to the Seth being included in aulag education setting part of ea
day during the 2007-08 school year.
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kThanks again to Ms. Berner and the entire CABB Team Scott, Seth’s Dadj




Medicaid Waiver Program Information
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One Waiver Waiting List For Three Waiver Programs

It is important to understand first and foremostt tthere is one (1) waiting list for people withvdpmental
disabilities waiting for Medicaid waiver servicésis probably also important to know that offigah the De-
partment of Health and Hospitals and the OfficeGadizens with Developmental Disabilities referthis

waitng list as a "Request for Services Registry".
The children and adults on this waiting list mageige waiver services through one (1) of threen@ver pro-
grams designated for people with developmentabditas (see next section of this email). Indivads with
developmental disabilities apply for Medicaid waigervices at their regional Office for Citizengwbevel-
opmental Disabilities. Of course, applying meartsiigg on the already very long waiting list; noteéving
needed services.

Three Waiver Programs for People with DevelopmentaDisabilities

The three (3) Medicaid waiver programs for peopik @evelopmental disabilities are listed belowclka
waiver provides a Medicaid card to eligible recipige Each waiver also provides Support Coordinadih
other various support services. To read detailsitadach waiver's eligibility and support servicesqg the link
provided below.

1. The New Opportunities Waiver (NOW) provides thest comprehensive array of services for eligilbié- c
dren and adults with developmental disabilities.eh child, or adult, receives a NOW slot their NBN
REMOVED from the waiting list.

2. The Children's Choice Waiver (CCW) is a cappeadrer for children only (under the age of 19). Tiisiver
provides Support Coordination (($1,500/year) andioupl 3,500 a year in other support services. Wheknild
receives a CCW slot, their name remains on themgdist. Whan a child receiving CCW services tuti®s

they transfer to a NOW slot or a Supports Waivet, slepending on their level of need.

3. The Supports Waiver (SW) is for adults only (4§eand older). This is also a capped waiver witlhst
limit of $26,000 a year. When an adult received\atBeir name remains on the waiting list. Adultsaiging
waiver services through the SW may receive a NOQWiftheir circumstances change and it is deteehithe

limited services of the SW are not sufficient te@r the adults health and safety.

Waiver Program Details

How Do People Get Waiver Services?

The current policy of the Department of Health &aspitals is to give slots to people on the waitisgbased
only on their date of application. So when a skatdmes available, either through additional funding cur-
rent waiver recipient vacating a slot (moving olustate, dying, or some other reason), state paligss the slot
goes to the next person on the waiting list. THiedong are examples of how slots can be allocétechildren
and adults on the waiting list:

1. If the available slot is a NOW slot, it goeshe next eligible child or adult on the waiting lis
2. If the available slot is a Children's Choice Waislot it goes to the next eligible child (untlee age of 19)
on the waiting list.
3. If the available slot is a Supports Waiver skogoes to the next eligible adult (18 years @eo) on the wait-
ing list.

There are also NOW slots designated as "emergemcyleeds based" slots. When one of these slatii$-
able it is given to individuals (children or addle the waiting list who meet specific emergencieda as
determined by officials in the Office for Citizemdth Developmental Disabilities, regardless of tidste of
application. A certain number of NOW slots are afsade available to individuals living in state ingions

should they decide they want to leave the instituind receive waiver services in the community.



Opportunities Require Advocacy

This year brings a unique opportunity for disapiidvocates. Instead of facing budget deficitsstage is enjoying very
good economic times with large budget surplusdsese& surpluses can, and should, be used to indreaseand com-
munity-based services, including Medicaid waivewiees for the almost 15,000 people on the waivaiting list for
people with developmental disabilities.

However, obtaining funds from budget surplusesafeignificant number of new waiver slots will regueveryone who
cares about people with disabilities and their fe@siadvocating together to deliver one messaggoteernor Blanco
and state legislators. That message is:
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What can you do to be part of the change that mastd can, happen this year?
If you are not a member of LaCAN (Louisiana Citigéar Action Now), join now either by going to

www.lacanadvocates.orgnd Sign Up for Email List; or calling 1-800-4B208. LaCAN will organize many Ad-
vocacy Action Alerts in the coming months with sfieanessages to specific targets (Governor, lagiss).
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In addition to funding for additional NOW waiveioss and legislation for a recurring funding souimeNOW waiver
slots, the following items are on LaCAN's 2007 Lsdgtive Agenda:

Increased rates for Direct Support Professionalspfte workers, personal care attendants, etc.)
Increased funding for Individual and Family Supgdorserve approximately 116 additional people &irjty levels

1and?2

Funds for 142 additional cash subsidy slots togotire waiting list in every region to July 1, 2001
Funds to implement the Family Opportunity Act

/ Lovisiana Citizens for Action Now
(dvoeoting for Louisiono Citizens with-Developmentol Disobilities
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“mmer Camps 20 0)

Visit website : www.lionscamp.org
Camper applications are available for download

Camping Dates for 2007

Session1 |June 3 June 9 La. Lions/LPDCI Camp Pelican All Districts
Precamp June 10 [June 16 Summer Staff Training Week

Session 2 |June 17 [June 23 Mentally Challenged\ges 8-18** N,S
Session 3 |June 24 [June 30 Mentally Challenged\ges 8-18** L,I,O
Session 4 |July 1 July 7 Physically Challengedges 7-19 L,1,O
Session 5 |July 8 July 14 Physically Challengeéges 7-19 N,S
Session 6 |July 15  [July 21 Diabetes Camp Victorges 6-10 All Districts
Session 7 |July 22 July 28 Diabetes Camp Victorpges 10-14* All Districts

LB NN NN JBE JNE JNR JNR 2R NN JNE NN JNE NN JNR JNR NN NN 2

% &

()



0

Northshore Families Helping Families is awarding Scholarships to individuals with disabilities to #&end sum-
mer camp.

If you would like to make a donation to send ddthd campplease send your check or money order to'NFHF
Send a Child To Camp Fund.”. we will send you a letter of acknowledgement foatydonation, which may be used for tax purpokes,
as NFHF is a non-profit 501(C )3 organizatioRlease send your donation today.Think of the smileson the faces of chi
dren who will get to go to camp because of youregesity.

THANK YOU!

e Northshore

Northshore Families Helping
Families

204 W 21st Avenue
Covington, LA 70433

NFHF APPLICATION FOR SUMMER CAMP

It's who we are. It's what we do.

Parent’s Name:

Street Address:

City, State, Zip

Child’'s Name:

Phone Number:

Child’s Disability:

Camp will benefit In the following ways:

(child’s name)

A panel of NFHF Board members, the Executive Doe@ staff members, and 2 NFHF members will rdadpplications, and
make the final selectiondNFHF does not recommend nor endorse any particulacamp. That is a decision parents will make.
The number of children NFHF will be able to sendaonp will depend upon the amount of funds gendrayeour annual Fund-
raiser and donations. Campers selected will biéiesbby May 15, 2007. Please get your applicaionearly.
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Please visit us on the internet:
www.fhfnorthshore.or

Autism Workshop
and
Autism Support Groups
Calendar of Events

Workshop

June 6, 2007—AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS—ASSESSMENT AD
TREATMENT—Workshop will discuss autism spectrum disorders and to pro-
vide an overview of the most widely used evidencebed treatment models.—

9:30 am—4:30 pm— Location Livinston Parish—Parent@and Educators wel-
come.

Support Groups
Mark your calendars

Livingston Parish—April 26, May 24, June 28
Denham Springs/ Walker Branch Library—
8101 Hwy 190—Denham Springs—
7:00 pm

St. Tammany Parish—May 15, June 19, July 17
LA Heart Hospital
64030 LA Hwy 434, Lacombe
7:00 pm
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