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NFHF Board 
Chairperson: 
James Klick, J.D. 
Secretary: 
Carol Torrey, Ph.D. 
Treasurer: 
Leo Hemelt, J.D. 
Board Members: 
Barry Kyle, CPA 
Paulette Barney 
Peggy Wales 
Advisory Board: 
Mary Ann Haase 
 
You are always welcome at 
NFHF Board Meetings.  Our 
Board meetings are held the 
third Thursday every other 
month at 7:00 pm at our 
Resource Center.  If you 
would like to address the 
Board, call Jeanne Abbott-
Gauthier at (985) 875-0511.  

* Thanks to the Developmental Disabilities Council , the Florida Parishes Human Services Authority and Louisiana State Department of Education for 
making the publication and distribution of this newsletter possible. 

NFHF Disability  
Resource Center 
985-875-0511 

 Toll-Free 
 1-800-383-8700 
www.fhfnorthshore.org 
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Northshore 

It’s who we are. It’s what we do. 

Tickfaw State Park 
March 31, 2007 



 

 

JEANNE ABBOTT-GAUTHIER 
Executive Director 
 
ERIN DELAFOSSE 
Families Can’t Wait Coordinator 
Livingston Parish 
 
DINAH NELSON 
Families Can’t Wait Coordi-
nator—St. Tammany Parish 
 
CHARLES BILELLO 
Referral Specialist 
Transition Facilitator 
 
LIZ GARY 
Programs Coordinator 
Newsletter/Website Editor 
 
SUE ELLEN STEWART 
Financial 
 
SUSAN DAVIS 
IEP Facilitator 
Transition Coordinator 
 
PAT TANNEHILL 
IEP Facilitator  
Transition Coordinator  
 
STEPHANIE MILLER 
Children’s Special Health 
Services Parent Liasion 
 
CARMEN O’MARA 
Referral Specialist 
 
HILLERY KINCHEN 
IEP Facilitator 
 
LOUISE KRYGER 
Self Advocacy Coordinator 
 
LORINE WARD 
Administrative Assistant 
 

FUND RAISER 
Northshore Families Helping Families 

Quilt Raffle 
$5.00 per chance for a beautiful quilt 

Quilt was made and donated by Mrs. Chabert  
All proceeds will go to help families in need. 

Please visit our website to see this quilt. 
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Teacher Spotlight 
 

My youngest son, Seth, is fiver years old.  He goes to PEI class as Sixth Ward 
Elementary outside of Pearl River. 

 
I want to publicly thank his teacher, Ms. Corrine Berner and the St. Tammany Parish 
CABB Team for really leaving no stone unturned to bring new resources into the 
school for my son.  Even though Sixth Ward is a small rural school, they have brought 
Seth from having very little interaction with others to being social with his family and 
others around him.  In addition, he has progressed and learned so quickly that we are  
looking forward to the Seth being included in a regular education setting part of each 
day during the 2007-08 school year.  
 
Thanks again to Ms. Berner and the entire CABB Team.   Scott, Seth’s Dad 



 

 
Medicaid Waiver Program Information 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

One Waiver Waiting List For Three Waiver Programs 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

It is important to understand first and foremost that there is one (1) waiting list for people with developmental 
disabilities waiting for Medicaid waiver services. It is probably also important to know that officials in the De-

partment of Health and Hospitals and the Office for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities refer to this 
waitng list as a "Request for Services Registry". 

The children and adults on this waiting list may receive waiver services through one (1) of three (3) waiver pro-
grams designated for people with developmental disabilities (see next section of this email). Individuals with 

developmental disabilities apply for Medicaid waiver services at their regional Office for Citizens with Devel-
opmental Disabilities. Of course, applying means getting on the already very long waiting list; not receiving 

needed services. 
 

Three Waiver Programs for People with Developmental Disabilities 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The three (3) Medicaid waiver programs for people with developmental disabilities are listed below. Each 
waiver provides a Medicaid card to eligible recipients. Each waiver also provides Support Coordination and 

other various support services. To read details about each waiver's eligibility and support services go to the link 
provided below. 

 
1. The New Opportunities Waiver (NOW) provides the most comprehensive array of services for eligible chil-
dren and adults with developmental disabilities. When a child, or adult, receives a NOW slot their NAME IS 

REMOVED from the waiting list. 
2. The Children's Choice Waiver (CCW) is a capped waiver for children only (under the age of 19). This waiver 
provides Support Coordination (($1,500/year) and up to $13,500 a year in other support services. When a child 

receives a CCW slot, their name remains on the waiting list. Whan a child receiving CCW services turns 19 
they transfer to a NOW slot or a Supports Waiver slot, depending on their level of need. 

3. The Supports Waiver (SW) is for adults only (age 18 and older). This is also a capped waiver with a cost 
limit of $26,000 a year. When an adult receives a SW their name remains on the waiting list. Adults receiving 
waiver services through the SW may receive a NOW slot if their circumstances change and it is determined the 

limited services of the SW are not sufficient to ensure the adults health and safety. 
 

Waiver Program Details 
 

How Do People Get Waiver Services? 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The current policy of the Department of Health and Hospitals is to give slots to people on the waiting list based 
only on their date of application. So when a slot becomes available, either through additional funding or a cur-

rent waiver recipient vacating a slot (moving out of state, dying, or some other reason), state policy says the slot 
goes to the next person on the waiting list. The following are examples of how slots can be allocated to children 

and adults on the waiting list: 
 

1. If the available slot is a NOW slot, it goes to the next eligible child or adult on the waiting list. 
2. If the available slot is a Children's Choice Waiver slot it goes to the next eligible child (under the age of 19) 

on the waiting list. 
3. If the available slot is a Supports Waiver slot, it goes to the next eligible adult (18 years or older) on the wait-

ing list. 
 

There are also NOW slots designated as "emergency" or "needs based" slots. When one of these slots is avail-
able it is given to individuals (children or adults) on the waiting list who meet specific emergency criteria as 
determined by officials in the Office for Citizens with Developmental Disabilities, regardless of their date of 
application. A certain number of NOW slots are also made available to individuals living in state institutions 

should they decide they want to leave the institution and receive waiver services in the community. 

��������



 

 Opportunities Require Advocacy 
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This year brings a unique opportunity for disability advocates.  Instead of facing budget deficits the state is enjoying very 
good economic times with large budget surpluses.  These surpluses can, and should, be used to increase home and com-
munity-based services, including Medicaid waiver services for the almost 15,000 people on the waiver waiting list for 
people with developmental disabilities. 
 
However, obtaining funds from budget surpluses for a significant number of new waiver slots will require everyone who 
cares about people with disabilities and their families advocating together to deliver one message to Governor Blanco 
and state legislators.  That message is: 
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What can you do to be part of the change that must, and can, happen this year? 
If you are not a member of LaCAN (Louisiana Citizens for Action Now), join now either by going to 

www.lacanadvocates.org  and Sign Up for Email List; or calling 1-800-450-8108.  LaCAN will organize many Ad-
vocacy Action Alerts in the coming months with specific messages to specific targets (Governor, legislators).   
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In addition to funding for additional NOW waiver slots and legislation for a recurring funding source for NOW waiver 
slots, the following items are on LaCAN’s 2007 Legislative Agenda: 
 
· Increased rates for Direct Support Professionals (respite workers, personal care attendants, etc.) 
· Increased funding for Individual and Family Support to serve approximately 116 additional people at priority levels 
1 and 2 
· Funds for 142 additional cash subsidy slots to bring the waiting list in every region to July 1, 2001 
Funds to implement the Family Opportunity Act 
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Camping Dates for 2007 

Visit website : www.lionscamp.org 
Camper applications are available for download 

 

 

Session 1 June 3 June 9 La. Lions/LPDCI Camp Pelican All Districts  

Precamp June 10 June 16 Summer Staff Training Week   

Session 2 June 17 June 23 Mentally Challenged Ages 8-18** N,S 

Session 3 June 24 June 30 Mentally Challenged Ages 8-18** L,I,O  

Session 4 July 1 July 7 Physically Challenged Ages 7-19 L,I,O  

Session 5 July 8 July 14 Physically Challenged Ages 7-19 N,S 

Session 6 July 15 July 21 Diabetes Camp Victory Ages 6-10 All Districts  

Session 7 July 22 July 28 Diabetes Camp Victory Ages 10-14* All Districts  
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Parent’s Name:  

Street Address: 

 

City, State, Zip 

 

Child’s Name: 

 

 
Phone Number: 

 

Child’s Disability: 

 

 
 
Camp will benefit 

 
 
                                                                     In the following ways: 

                        (child’s name) 

  

A panel of NFHF Board members, the Executive Director, 2 staff members, and 2 NFHF members will read all applications, and 
make the final selections.  NFHF does not recommend nor endorse any particular camp.  That is a decision parents will make.  
The number of children NFHF will be able to send to camp will depend upon the amount of funds generated by our annual Fund-
raiser and donations.  Campers selected will be notified by May 15, 2007.  Please get your applications in early. 

SEND YOUR CHILD  

TO CAMP 

Northshore Families Helping 
Families 

204 W 21st Avenue 

Covington, LA  70433 

nfhf@bellsouth.net 

Northshore 
It’s who we are. It’s what we do. 

NFHF APPLICATION  FOR SUMMER CAMP 

Northshore Families Helping Families  is awarding 5 scholarships to individuals with disabilities to attend sum-
mer camp.     
If you would like to make a donation to send  a child to camp, please send your check or money order to: “NFHF 
Send a Child To Camp Fund.”.  We will send you a letter of acknowledgement for your donation, which may be used for tax  purposes, 
as NFHF is a non-profit 501(C )3 organization.   Please send your donation today.  Think of the smiles on the faces of chil-
dren who will get to go to camp because of your generosity.   
 

THANK YOU! 
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Please visit us on the internet: 

www.fhfnorthshore.org 

Non Profit Rate 
U.S.Postage  

PAID 
Permit 26 

Mandeville, LA  

Northshore 

It’s who we are. It’s what we do. 

Autism Workshop  
and  

Autism Support Groups  
Calendar of Events 

 

Workshop 
 
June 6, 2007—AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDERS—ASSESSMENT AND 
TREATMENT—Workshop will discuss autism spectrum disorders and to pro-
vide an overview of the most widely used evidence-based treatment models.— 
9:30 am—4:30 pm— Location Livinston Parish—Parents and Educators wel-
come. 
 

Support Groups 
Mark your calendars 

 
Livingston Parish—April 26, May 24, June 28 

Denham Springs/ Walker Branch Library— 
8101 Hwy 190—Denham Springs— 

7:00 pm 
 

St. Tammany Parish—May 15, June 19, July 17 
LA Heart Hospital 

64030  LA Hwy 434, Lacombe  
7:00 pm 
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